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   Chapter 2               Predicting the Future
        It has often been said that it is impossible to predict the future. However, the eventual demise of fossil fuels is completely predictable and it is 100% certain that the lack of fossil fuels will destroy our present wasteful society. Therefore it is certain that drastic life styles and culture change in the US society will be inevitable. How soon and how precipitous the change will be is harder to predict. However, the ever increasing consumption of fossil fuels means that the time downhill will be much shorter than the time it took get to the top. 

          The latest on Global Warming comes from a Pentagon scenario that Global Warming could change the Gulf Stream and that would turn Europe into an ice box. How much the scenario affects the US is uncertain but certainly some of the former ice ages covered the US with ice as far south as Kentucky. The Canadians would invade us wholesale. In any case the flood of refuges and deaths resulting from reduced agricultural land would be mind boggling. The same can be said if the oceans rise enough to flood low lands. Another recent scenario comes from scientists in England who are saying that as the acidic levels in the ocean are increased by carbon dioxide, plankton and other parts of the food chain will die. The effect on humans would be catastrophic. What people don’t seem to realize that even if the probability of this happening is only .1% then we have a moral responsibility to take action. Since we have no way of determining this probability, we must take countermeasures.

         A second disaster about to happen is running out of fossil fuels or mineral resources. My guess is that the price of both natural gas and oil will double in the next 5 to ten years. Then they will double at least every 5 years thereafter. This prediction could be wrong in either direction but certainly oil and gas will be essentially gone well within the lifetimes of the children of today. Government will be forced to use the available energy for farming and other essential needs thus further lessening the energy available to consumers. Since most industries depend heavily on fossil fuels there will be massive bankruptcies. This means that the stock market will fail and there will be massive unemployment.  We can also predict the early demise of the aircraft and car industries. Transportation will quickly become extremely difficult.          

         One thing that we can be sure of is that the remedies for Global Warming and running out of energy are exactly the same. We must cut our energy consumption to less than half of what it is now, we must invest heavily in alternate energy, we must clump our population, and we must plant billions of trees. One of the immediate questions is how much energy we can save without completely rebuilding our housing. Driving four cylinder vehicles, Four person occupancy of houses, using fluorescent bulbs, building a factory in every square mile of cities, and changing our manufactured products from large TV sets to windmills surely would save 25 to 50% from present consumption. That will not be enough but at least these are steps in the right direction..

          In human destiny we always think that there are two sides and that either possibility has a chance to succeed. However on this issue there is no choice. We either launch a tremendous effort or we fail. There can be no slow evolutionary change resulting from supply and demand. There will be an overshoot. The time to raise the necessary funds will be so long that if we wait to react then it will be too late. In other words we must forecast the future, concoct a drastic plan and implement it to the hilt. In view of our incompetent government and greedy population, the future is completely frightening.

            If there is no change in our behavior then our children will not be warm in winter, will not have energy for their workplaces, and will not be able to move around for the essential things of their lives. In the present culture I could not live without my car. In the future it will be impossible to have a car. Therefore the culture must change. If we do nothing we can expect massive unemployment and such a poor distribution of food resources that many people will starve. Then we can expect rioting, civil breakdown, and widespread looting. The US will gradually sink into poverty so deep that it will be almost impossible to come out. It takes fossil fuels to make windmills and apartment houses so the way out will be impossible. Every poor country in the world is a perfect example of this. They just can’t get on their feet. It isn’t that we are so much smarter than they are. We had a very good piece of real estate and a very good oil supply. We also had intelligent immigrants from many countries and a work culture that treasured invention and entrepreneurship. Our oil and our mechanical inventiveness allowed us to become incompetent bureaucrats and successful pigs. This is going to change and we had better get used to it. 

         If we play it smart and make the investments now that must be made we can have a reasonably comfortable life style for perhaps hundreds of years. There will be few houses and cars and people will have to work hard both mentally and physically. However they can still enjoy life in most important ways. People in other countries have been living the frugal life for centuries and we must do the same. There are just two choices. One of those is do nothing and our children will be so poor that they will not be able to live. The other choice is to observe the Golden Rule and try to take care of them. It takes morality to combat or even understand the horrible position our children will be in.

         In addition to the dollar cost of getting energy we must also compute energy cost. It already is being said that it takes more energy to produce ethanol than the energy we get out, If true, ethanol could be a losing game. The mining of coal takes such large amounts of oil that it may become unproductive as poorer and deeper veins of coal are reached. Mining with reduced amounts of energy means that safety and health problems will become much greater than now. Every operation that we try to do will have enormous energy restrictions.  

         As the centuries roll by all materials will become scarcer and scarcer. Each new generation will face new life threatening challenges. The only safe investments will be in apartment houses and essential industries such as windmill factories. Houses will be a very poor investment because they will become unheatable. Metals are also a safer investment but it may take a while for them to go up. Since the time to disaster is uncertain, good long term investments may lose a lot of money before they start to pay off.                      

