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     Chapter 3                      Morality, Politics, and Culture                     

  
 We know that the human race will be in deep trouble within 30 years and from there each decade will get worse. However we do have the ability to protect society for at least, a few hundred years if we make the proper sacrifices. We owe this to our children and grand children. This a tremendous morality issue which should engage the attentions of the churches and all other groups which pretend to have any morality whatsoever. The question here is whether people have the right to live in 2000 square foot houses, mow an acre of lawn, and commute 40 miles to work alone in a gas hog when it is obvious to any logical person that these actions imperil their own children.

      
Any thoughts as to how the Human race is to be sustained will show that morality has to be the driving force. In the materialistic, wasteful thinking of our present society, many of the measures that will need to be taken will be unpleasant. Therefore, to some extent they may have to be forced. However there are still enough resources around that if we do the right things, for at least 2 hundred years no one has to be hungry or cold in the winter. It will not be necessary to kill people or hurt them. All of the measures of Sustainability are completely compatible with ideals of self sacrifice that are traditional in the Christian religion and probably with most of the others. In fact we must intentionally incorporate this ideal of sacrifice for the good of society into our religions. This does not mean self sacrifice in the sense of self death in terrorism but rather in the intent of being productive, thinking hard, conserving, and looking ahead. Most of us have a mechanism by which we can forget our own deaths at least temporarily and therefore enjoy life. Unfortunately this capacity has been extended to society itself so that we fail to worry about the future. What we are forgetting is that the lives of the children will extend far beyond our own. They will want to be cared for in their old age, be warm in winter, have children, and have enough to eat. These things are all threatened by the profligate society. There is no doubt that there is a war between generations and the children are losing. We have just so much fossil fuel left. It will take huge amounts of energy to build windmills, apartment houses, factories, solar facilities, plant biomass, trains, and biomass power plants. Doing these things will restrict our ability to have cars, houses, and fly airplanes. The total dollar and energy investment will be many trillions of dollars and many quadrillions of BTUS. If we don't start to make those investments now while we have abundant fossil fuels, then it will forever be too late and our progeny will suffer endlessly.  

     
Most of our ideals are linked to materialism. For example the phrases, "American Dream" and "Living Wage" really mean that every American has the basic right to own a car and live in a house. We speak admiringly of elderly people who travel a lot as if it were some kind of virtue. Our heroes are athletes or pop singers who contribute little to our basic cultural and physical needs. The conflict between demands for huge wages for labor, and product cost, have driven most of our essential factories over seas. We have large numbers of retail companies that sell products made overseas and destroy many acres of good farmland. Useless travel in the form of trips to the store or fast food joints consumes countless quantities of precious gasoline. Owning a house is considered to be a good investment. There is no consideration of the fact that houses take up too much space, too much heating energy, and increase travel distances. The most common excuse for materialistic selfish behavior is that "Science will find a way". This is nonsense because there are many problems that are not solvable by human beings. The scientists just struggle along saving up information until a bright idea emerges. There has been no success in lengthening human life span and it is probably better if they do not. Scientists have no way of coping with the large volume of materials needed by a large population. There is no plausible theory as to how we can get off this planet and travel to a safer one in case of trouble. Presently there are really no valid theories as to how we could replace fossil fuels in the quantities that we are using now. The reason that there can not be a breakthrough is that we will run out of strategic materials which would be necessary to build any exotic energy machines. I am extremely worried that there may not even be enough materials to build solar, wind, and biomass machines, let alone anything else. Try building any exotic energy machine without stainless steels. Most of our stainless steels are imported and in the future every country in the world will be competing for them. The final argument against this selfish attitude is that the moral way to protect some one is to use worst case analysis. We know that some children will survive in car travel without car seats or seat belts. My children had no car seats and had poor seat belts and are now getting old. Yet when we consider the worst case we know that we must have car seats and seat belts. Why not give our children some of the same protection when it comes to natural resources.

                                       Morality of Politics 

    
Before saying anything about politics or economics I wish to say that there are no hidden agendas here, I have never read a book about socialism or communism and feel no attachments for them. I usually vote for Democrats because that party is just a little bit better than the other. I definitely am not a liberal. In fact I consider liberalism to be a parasitic culture. My opinion of the conservatives is even worse. They are greedy, materialistic, and too selfish to save their own children. Their philosophy that greed is good is tearing our universe apart. Current politics, economics, and culture are broken because too many raw materials are being sapped from the environment. My statements are from the standpoint of an engineer who wishes to make a human culture that can possibly survive for a few hundred years. With new ideas, a total emphasis in conservation, and a slow population reduction then possibly human life and dignity can be preserved for a while. The length of time that humans can survive on the Earth is proportional to population times consumption per capita. 

      The Democrats will call me a Fascist and the Republicans will call me a socialist. However my true goal is just to provide a decent life for my grandchildren. My concern is the technical sustenance of life, and not ideology for its own sake. It is my belief that the morality of the Golden Rule is essential for human life and that this rule dictates that we must care for succeeding generations. We can't selfishly use up all of their resources and call ourselves decent human beings.  

     Presently we have two political parties that have equally destructive policies. Everything bad each party says about the other is true. The Republicans have a philosophy of smaller government and lower taxes on the rich. They favor large corporations that are destroying the nation by promoting materialism. These policies lead to a large gap between the rich and poor. Thus the affluent are able to buy second houses used only for vacations, buy huge cars, drive many miles, fly many miles, live alone in large houses, commute long distances to work in a single occupant car, and convert large areas of farm lands into mowed lawns. In this type society the intrinsically useful labor of the poor is lost and they become subjects of welfare. The culture of great affluence and no vision for the future is causing extreme waste. Republicans are also forcing spending on the military to the point that the country may go bankrupt. 

     The Democrats on the other hand are devotees of the useless government. They wish to tax heavily and use the money to support not only a legion of semi poor people who are not productive, but also a wasteful bureaucracy. Excessive money spent on social security and other entitlements allow seniors to travel too much, drive bigger cars, and live alone in houses. Liberalism has absolutely no ethic of productivity in any food, shelter, clothing, and energy sense.  The total core of Liberalism is that the poor should be cared for by countless numbers of highly paid administrators, teachers, social workers, regulators, and lawyers. If there are no jobs for college educated people with limited productive skills or interests then the system creates them. The taxpayers are viewed as cows to be milked for the good of the welfare system. They can only support this dead weight as long as energy is cheap. 

     Another example of how bad government is comes from the way they cater to big business. The Republicans in general have been “Conan the Destroyer” in thwarting any attempts toward energy self sufficiency because they are so heavily invested in oil. Our Michigan Democratic senators have protected the gas guzzler industry.

      Any good government system uses tax breaks for the wealthy and direct taxation to get sufficient capital into new essential manufacturing, farming, and conserving enterprises that will sustain a faltering economy. Neither the Republicans with their corporate greed, or the Democrats with their concentration on sharing the wealth, understand this.

      Both Republicans and Democrats have pushed the free trade and free enterprise ideals to the point that they become religions. The argument is that some people are better at doing certain things than others. Therefore they should specialize and concentrate. Also lower cost goods should be made where cheaper labor is. This manufactures more profit for the investor. These arguments have some merit, but that merit is obliterated by the increased energy needed to move the goods around. The huge trade imbalances caused by too many imported goods, is selling our country to foreigners. Free traders fail to recognize that if an overseas supply is interrupted by war or energy shortage, then the people are left without the commodity even though it might be essential. They also ignore the loss of skills and the parasitic culture that results when imports are relied upon for basic needs that could be satisfied by local production.

     Our legal system is tailored to the needs of lawyers rather than the needs of the public. The extreme adversary system promotes the idea that justice can only be obtained by a good (expensive) lawyer. Reading of the rights of prisoners confirms the fact that justice can only be obtained through a lawyer. There is little burden on the prosecution to obtain justice because the public defender's office, at public expense, is supposed to do that. Also there is little rein on lawsuits, which means that lawyers get fat and too much money is being spent on the legal system. In an energy short system we simply will not be able to support all of these unproductive lawyers. We must find ways to simplify the system and preserve justice at lower cost. One of the keys to justice is short prison sentences that make the convict work very hard. A sentence of planting 10,000 trees in say 3 years, insures that the prisoner knows how to sweat. Putting parolees on mandatory work programs would make recidivism less likely.

     One of the total weaknesses of our society is the lack of technical skills in various branches of government. As an example several very important people have said that they wanted to make our country free of imported oil. Of course they had no inkling of the cost or of the impossibility of doing this without massive reductions in energy consumption. The Clinton administration spent quite a bit of money on new cars with no obvious result. The problem was that they ignored Diesel engines, engine improvement in general, and the evolutionary improvement of fuel economy. They failed to realize that Americans were unable to appreciate very small cars, the necessity of getting more fuel efficient cars into production as soon as possible, and that lighter plastic bodies were very expensive.  

      Local government has such poor technical skills that they must use consultants for many of their simple decisions. It is very important that all branches of government have technical skills in order to further progress in energy conservation, energy production, and all devices useful to our progeny. These skills can be furthered by community based, new product programs. All officers of government should have to pass an examination on the basic science and products needed to save our society. Engineers should have more power in all branches of government and should be forced to be more productive.   Future  government would probably not change too much from what it is now, but it would have to be leaner, and more technical.

     
Government failed to understand the simple improvements that could be made on engines, transmissions, and braking energy storage. The breakthrough of the Honda Prius is just an example of how unskilled the government and the American car industry is. The combination of the electric motor and combustion engine through a differential gear should not have been too difficult for the big three to come up with. If batteries come down in price then this combination may reign supreme. As an inventor I think I could do better but at least the Japanese came up with something new. 

     
Wind energy started early in California and was then improved by foreign countries such as the Danes and the Germans. Thank Heavens the Republicans could not attack the working wind farm in California or foreign efforts. So wind made big progress. What program should be funded and what not is extremely important to our society. Although bad decisions from congress and the president are the rule, the Carter administration was an exception. Early on great progress was made in Solar and wind energy but then the Reagan administration did away with all of the money. 

       
Education is another sacred cow that must be changed by government in order to increase the usefulness of education and to save money. Smaller class sizes require more teachers and therefore cost more taxpayer money. Some of the frills of education will have to be removed. Economy on this as well as on everything else will have to be sought for. A change in educational culture is needed to turn it toward being useful at an early age. There must be a bigger interest in such things as horticulture and shop work. Social studies and obligatory art should be reduced in importance.

                                     Morality of Corporations

     Presently, because of their huge worker support, campaign contributions, and public greediness the big corporations and industries control our culture and politics. The car, oil, housing, and recreation industries all campaign constantly for laws in their favor. The unions control the Democrats and corporation management controls the Republicans.. As a result, subsidies for coal, oil, and gas have been much greater than for alternative energies or conservation.. Since most of these industries generate wasteful products, they have a huge negative effect on sustainability. These statements are not meant to be totally critical of corporations, Corporations that build apartment houses, windmills, solar energy systems, and biomass systems all provide useful services. A corporation is simply a group of people organized in a manner that might possibly provide a more efficient work culture and is not intrinsically bad. Capitalism and free enterprise are both intrinsically and universally useful. Their biggest problem is that they focus only on the present and forget the future. Only a wise government can shift investment and resources to provide for the long term needs of society. The bad thing about the big corporations is that they cater and advertise to the materialism of the people. Government is so influenced by large campaign donations that it makes wrong decisions.

        
Corporations will do anything to earn money. Their power through political contributions, public materialism, and worker voting power has enabled them to control society. Their interests are only short term and they neglect long term resource depletion issues. Many of them are creating the equivalent of doomsday bombs. Examples of this are the SUV and the single person, single family house. The car, oil, energy, mining, farming, housing, and recreational industries have such clout that it is impossible to take steps toward the conservation that is essential for our children. Most corporations depend on reckless use of natural resources for their survival so they actively attempt to defeat any conservation measure. Another problem with corporations is that by being so large, and 

having such centralized facilities they greatly increase the transportation needed to go to work. It is difficult to use waste heat from such large power plants and buildings, to heat housing in winter.        

