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                                              Foreword

    The following book may be difficult for the lay person but too simplistic for the Scientist or Engineer. However any book on Sustainability must deal with numbers because they indicate what we must do. The Chapter, “Calculations”, will have most of the arithmetic and can be avoided by the faint hearted. Bear in mind that all of the calculations are just simple arithmetic or simple algebra. The biggest problem is dealing with large numbers and scientific notation. However anyone who wants to know the future of our society must learn and know these things.

     Much of the Data in this book will be questionable. However the book is a reality check and keeps us from making stupid statements like “We should spend $30 billion to make us independent on foreign oil.” I apologize for anything incomplete or disjointed. It really should have been written by a group of scientists with students to help. Working alone is both a help and a handicap.

     This book really should have been an “Encyclopedia of Sustainability.” I hope that others will improve and keep adding to my data until it serves as a reference for all mankind. It really should be improved and used by both Congress and students as a reference. I am convinced that the topics and chapter structure can be expanded and improved, indefinitely.

     Bear in mind that the book is the work of an engineer and not a philosopher or politician. The scenarios here are backed by calculations and logical ideas. They have no roots in communism or socialism.

     The book is dedicated to my grandchildren for whom it is written.
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